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GERALD C, MaMn
ATTORNEY GensnAL

Honorable John C. Harburger

County Attorney

Fayette County _ //A\
La Grange, Texas \\

Dear Sir: Opinion No

Ret 1Ia t a violat on of
the n«.-f;ih d‘n the

chase of 1ns anc
s county buiigi
omnissioners~Mcourt
agent vwhose wire

considered, We quote

ublic buildings,

to be some contention that
Court would not be suthor-
e this insurance from this
since his wife 1s & depuly
and receives her pay as such.
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: " "It seems tc me that there is no pro-

S hibition of any kind vhich vould prevent the.
¢7 purchase of such insurance from this insurence
salesman. It cevrtainly is not & violation of
the rovlsion of our Nepotism lav (Articles
h32- ﬁ}B P. G.), nor sny other statutory law
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or judicial ruling of this state. I have
been unable to find any direct authorities
on thie point, but it 1s my opinion that
the Comniassioners Court could legally pur-
chese insurance tor buildings ang property
belonging to the county even though the
wife of such insurance salesmen is a deputy
County Clerk."

Articte 432, Fenal Code or Terxas, reads as follows:

"No officer of this State or ary of-
ficer of eany district, county, city, pre-
cinct, school distrlct, or other municipal
subdivision of this State, or any officer
or member of any State, district, county,
city, school district or other municipel
board, or judge of any court, created by .
or under suthority of eny genersal or special
iaw of this Stete. or any member of the Leg-
islature, shall appoint, or vote for, or
confirm the eppointment to any office, posi-
tion, clerkship, employment or duty, of any
person related within the second degree by
‘affinity or within the third degree by con-
sanguinity to the person so appointing or
go voting, or to any other member of any
such board, the Legislature, or court of
vhich such person so appolinting or voting
may be a member, when the salary, fees, or
compensation of such appointee is to be paid

for, directly or 1nd1rectl¥ out of or from
public funds or fees of of {ce of any kind

or character whatesoever."

From the facts given in your request, we are of the
opinion that the agent and the members of the commissioners'
court are not prohibited by the terms of the Nepotism Law of

~ the State of Texas from entering into a contract for the pur-
chase of insurance to cover county buildings. NRelther do ve
think that there is any prohibition under the Nepotism Law
that the wife of the agent is a deputy county clerk of the
county. ‘ T
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We trust that we have fully answered your inquiry.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

Horold McCracksn

Assistant
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